1               The Emperor Williams Remorse

responsible will have to answer to history and to their own
country for the weight of all the catastrophes which they
have allowed to accumulate. I have no idea what the future
W in store. I dream sometimes of the policy of Balance of
Power which Prince Talleyrand extolled, and I find nowadays
as in his time those who would like to deviate are foolish
and blind if not criminal. But there are laws governing
politics as in everything else which obtrude on all the world."

Berlin, 24-th February, 1915.

Since yesterday a feeling of great uncertainty has spread
itself abroad. It seems that nothing can be got out of Vienna.
The Chancellor has returned empty-handed. Francis Joseph
won't hear of the Trentino being handed over to you, and
it appears that an anti-German party is being formed in
Austria. At the moment they are thinking of making a
last effort through Frau von Schratt (the fairy of the Emperor
Franz Joseph's thoughts) and the day before yesterday Prince
Wedel was sent off for this. It is thought if Frau von Schratt
herself can be persuaded she will then also persuade her great
friend. If it comes off all will be well, but if it doesn't I
assume you will mobilise . . . and then 1

I hear on all sides that the Emperor William is looking
more and more unwell, that he's tormented with remorse
arid suffering dreadfully from the position in which the war
has put him. A few clays ago he went off to the celebrated
Convent of Czanstorhova in Poland on the Silesian Prussian
border. He heard Mass and gave ten thousand marks to
this place, which is so venerated throughout the whole
country. Two days later the first victory against the Russians
took pkce. Then he ordered a day of prayer in all churches
and wrote in his own hand to the Archbishop of Cologne
asking that the same should be done in Roman Catholic
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